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It is quite easy to read guide Martin Van Buren: The American Presidents Series: The 8th President, 1837-
1841 By Ted Widmer in soft file in your device or computer. Once more, why must be so difficult to get the
book Martin Van Buren: The American Presidents Series: The 8th President, 1837-1841 By Ted Widmer if
you can pick the much easier one? This internet site will alleviate you to select and also choose the most
effective cumulative books from the most desired seller to the launched publication just recently. It will
constantly update the collections time to time. So, hook up to internet and also visit this site consistently to
get the brand-new book on a daily basis. Currently, this Martin Van Buren: The American Presidents Series:
The 8th President, 1837-1841 By Ted Widmer is your own.

From Publishers Weekly
In the latest volume of Arthur Schlesinger's American Presidents series, Widmer (Young America) paints a
brief but elegant portrait of our eighth president, who, Widmer says, created the modern political party
system, for which he deserves our "grudging respect." Andrew Jackson's successor, Martin Van Buren
(1782–1862) was also at various times Jackson's secretary of state, ambassador to the Court of St. James's
and vice president. As Widmer relates, some newspapermen called the New York Democrat "the little
magician" because of his diminutive frame and his deftness at political sleight of hand. Others—who
criticized his response when the American economy ground to a halt shortly after his election in
1836—called him "Martin Van Ruin." Despite the collapse of financial markets in 1837, Van Buren held fast
to his belief in the Jacksonian principles of limited federal government, states' rights and protection of the
"people" from the "powerful." This led him to reject calls for a national bank and an independent treasury.
Throughout his term, Van Buren effectively took no federal action to alleviate the economic crisis. Thus it
was not surprising when, despite building the Democratic Party into a well-oiled machine, he went down to
defeat after just one term, beaten by William Henry Harrison, the Virginian Whig of aristocratic background
who posed as a simple rustic. All this Widmer relates powerfully, engagingly and efficiently.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Clinton administration speechwriter Widmer sparks his assessment of the eighth president with the
contemporary allusions, color, and humor of a good speech. Van Buren had a tough, undistinguished single
term (1837-41). The first great U.S. depression hit days after he succeeded his mentor, Andrew Jackson, and
he declined to deal with slavery, which became an elephant-in-the-bedroom issue during his administration.
His finest achievements preceded and followed his presidency. After John Quincy Adams' 1824 selection as
president by the House of Representatives despite Jackson's winning a plurality of the vote, Van Buren, a
consummate schmoozer and deal maker, built the Democratic Party, mollifying the slave-holding South to
do so. In 1848, however, he led the antislavery Free Soil ticket, at the risk of destroying the party he had
created. Further endearing him, Van Buren was the first rags-to-riches president and the first (of two; the



other is Kennedy) lacking Anglo-Saxon forebears. Contra Widmer, however, he didn't enjoy the third-
longest postpresidency, after Hoover and Carter, but the fifth, after Adams I and Ford, as well. Ray Olson
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author

Ted Widmer is the director of the C. V. Starr Center for the Study of the American Experience at
Washington College. He is the author of Young America and the co-author, with Alan Brinkley, of
Campaigns. Widmer served as senior adviser to President Clinton and director of speechwriting at the
National Security Council. He lives in Maryland.
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Haggling with checking out behavior is no need. Reviewing Martin Van Buren: The American Presidents
Series: The 8th President, 1837-1841 By Ted Widmer is not sort of something marketed that you could take
or otherwise. It is a point that will certainly transform your life to life better. It is the important things that
will offer you many things around the globe and also this universe, in the real world as well as here after. As
exactly what will be offered by this Martin Van Buren: The American Presidents Series: The 8th President,
1837-1841 By Ted Widmer, how can you bargain with things that has numerous perks for you?

This Martin Van Buren: The American Presidents Series: The 8th President, 1837-1841 By Ted Widmer is
extremely appropriate for you as newbie reader. The viewers will certainly always start their reading habit
with the favourite motif. They might rule out the author as well as author that develop the book. This is why,
this book Martin Van Buren: The American Presidents Series: The 8th President, 1837-1841 By Ted Widmer
is really best to review. Nevertheless, the principle that is given in this book Martin Van Buren: The
American Presidents Series: The 8th President, 1837-1841 By Ted Widmer will certainly show you
numerous points. You can begin to like additionally reviewing until completion of the book Martin Van
Buren: The American Presidents Series: The 8th President, 1837-1841 By Ted Widmer.

Furthermore, we will certainly discuss you guide Martin Van Buren: The American Presidents Series: The
8th President, 1837-1841 By Ted Widmer in soft documents forms. It will not disrupt you making heavy of
you bag. You need only computer system device or gadget. The web link that we offer in this website is
available to click and then download this Martin Van Buren: The American Presidents Series: The 8th
President, 1837-1841 By Ted Widmer You know, having soft data of a book Martin Van Buren: The
American Presidents Series: The 8th President, 1837-1841 By Ted Widmer to be in your gadget could make
reduce the readers. So through this, be a great viewers currently!
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The first president born after America's independence ushers in a new era of no-holds-barred democracy

The first "professional politician" to become president, the slick and dandyish Martin Van Buren was to all
appearances the opposite of his predecessor, the rugged general and Democratic champion Andrew Jackson.
Van Buren, a native Dutch speaker, was America's first ethnic president as well as the first New Yorker to
hold the office, at a time when Manhattan was bursting with new arrivals. A sharp and adroit political
operator, he established himself as a powerhouse in New York, becoming a U.S. senator, secretary of state,
and vice president under Jackson, whose election he managed. His ascendancy to the Oval Office was
virtually a foregone conclusion.

Once he had the reins of power, however, Van Buren found the road quite a bit rougher. His attempts to find
a middle ground on the most pressing issues of his day-such as the growing regional conflict over slavery-
eroded his effectiveness. But it was his inability to prevent the great banking panic of 1837, and the ensuing
depression, that all but ensured his fall from grace and made him the third president to be denied a second
term. His many years of outfoxing his opponents finally caught up with him.

Ted Widmer, a veteran of the Clinton White House, vividly brings to life the chaos and contention that
plagued Van Buren's presidency-and ultimately offered an early lesson in the power of democracy.
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From Publishers Weekly
In the latest volume of Arthur Schlesinger's American Presidents series, Widmer (Young America) paints a
brief but elegant portrait of our eighth president, who, Widmer says, created the modern political party
system, for which he deserves our "grudging respect." Andrew Jackson's successor, Martin Van Buren
(1782–1862) was also at various times Jackson's secretary of state, ambassador to the Court of St. James's
and vice president. As Widmer relates, some newspapermen called the New York Democrat "the little
magician" because of his diminutive frame and his deftness at political sleight of hand. Others—who
criticized his response when the American economy ground to a halt shortly after his election in
1836—called him "Martin Van Ruin." Despite the collapse of financial markets in 1837, Van Buren held fast



to his belief in the Jacksonian principles of limited federal government, states' rights and protection of the
"people" from the "powerful." This led him to reject calls for a national bank and an independent treasury.
Throughout his term, Van Buren effectively took no federal action to alleviate the economic crisis. Thus it
was not surprising when, despite building the Democratic Party into a well-oiled machine, he went down to
defeat after just one term, beaten by William Henry Harrison, the Virginian Whig of aristocratic background
who posed as a simple rustic. All this Widmer relates powerfully, engagingly and efficiently.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Clinton administration speechwriter Widmer sparks his assessment of the eighth president with the
contemporary allusions, color, and humor of a good speech. Van Buren had a tough, undistinguished single
term (1837-41). The first great U.S. depression hit days after he succeeded his mentor, Andrew Jackson, and
he declined to deal with slavery, which became an elephant-in-the-bedroom issue during his administration.
His finest achievements preceded and followed his presidency. After John Quincy Adams' 1824 selection as
president by the House of Representatives despite Jackson's winning a plurality of the vote, Van Buren, a
consummate schmoozer and deal maker, built the Democratic Party, mollifying the slave-holding South to
do so. In 1848, however, he led the antislavery Free Soil ticket, at the risk of destroying the party he had
created. Further endearing him, Van Buren was the first rags-to-riches president and the first (of two; the
other is Kennedy) lacking Anglo-Saxon forebears. Contra Widmer, however, he didn't enjoy the third-
longest postpresidency, after Hoover and Carter, but the fifth, after Adams I and Ford, as well. Ray Olson
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author

Ted Widmer is the director of the C. V. Starr Center for the Study of the American Experience at
Washington College. He is the author of Young America and the co-author, with Alan Brinkley, of
Campaigns. Widmer served as senior adviser to President Clinton and director of speechwriting at the
National Security Council. He lives in Maryland.

Most helpful customer reviews

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Dutch Delight
By Francois Baird
As a member of the Dutch Reformed Church it is a delight to discover a Calvinist American President who
struck all the notes of a man of humble, ambitious and successful faith.

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Three Stars
By Amazon Customer
It is a good quick read on an unknown president.

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
A good overview of a troubled presidency.
By Daniel J. dundon
If you are looking for the definitive biography on Martin Van Buren, this is probably not the book to read.
However, if you want to know something about this relatively obscure president who became president at the
worst possible time and don't want to invest a great deal of time, this is your book. Ted Widmer has done an
outstanding job in his series of giving you the high points and low points of the presidents he profiles. Think
of it as the Cliff Notes for presidents. It is well researched but lacks some of the anecdotes most readers are



accustomed to when reading presidential biographies.

See all 65 customer reviews...
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